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I 

In keeping with the f i r s t part of the new (third edition) bird Red 
Data Book (Collar and Stuart 1985), the taxonorrçy to be followed in 
Threatened Birds of the Americas, currently in preparation, i s that of 
Horony et al. (1975) with the alterations of Bock and Farrand (1980). From 
their l i s t ings , there are 99 species of raptor (Carthartidae included) in 
the Americas, which for the purposes of this study are North, Central and 
South America plus the Caribbean, associated Atlantic and Pacific islands, 
but excluding Hawaii and Greenland. King (1978-1979), who also largely 
followed Horony et al. (1975), l i sted eight species and nine subspecies 
from this region as threatened, as follows (IUCN category of threat after 
each). 

California Condor Gymnogyps cali forni anus (Endangered) 
Grey-backed Hawk Leucopternis occidental i s (Indeterminate) 
Hantled Hawk Leucopternis polionota (Indeterminate) 
Galapagos Hawk Buteo galapagoensis "(Rare) 
Harpy Eagle Harpia harpyja (Rare) 
Crested Eagle Morphnus guianensis (Rare) 
Kleinschmidt's Falcon Falco kreyënborgi (Indeterminate) 
Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus (Vulnerable) 

Grenada Hook-billed Kite Chondrohierax  uncinatus mirus (Endangered) 
Cuban Hook-billed Kite Chondrohierax uncinatus wi1 soni i (Rare) 
Florida Everglade Kite Rostrhamus sociabi l i s plumbeus (Rare) 
Southern Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus Ieucocephalus (Endangered) 
Cuban Sharp-shinned Hawk Accipiter striatus fr ingi l loides (Rare) 
Puerto Rican Sharp-shinned Hawk Accipiter striatus venator (Rare) 
Puerto Rican Broad-winged Hawk Buteo piatypterus brunnes"c?ns (Rare) 
Tundra Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus tundrius (Endangered) 
American Peregrine Falcon Falcia peregrinus anatum (Endangered) 

Collar and Stuart (1985) took the step of excluding subspecies from the new 
Red Data Book, because the number of them at risk was considered 
unmanageably high. As partial compensation, they provided appendices for 
brief updatings of species treated by King (1978-1979) and for full species 
that they judged to be near-threatened.  They  also introduced the 
unofficial category "Species of Special Concern" to cover birds of 
particular interest in conservation and which are commonly assumed to be 
threatened ("threatened" is the IUCN generic term for any species included 
in its specific Red Data Book categories, and i s thus different from the 
meaning of the word under U.S. conservation  legislation). These precedents 
will be followed in Threatened Birds of the Americas. 



The evaluation of candidate species for inclusion in Threatened Birds 
of the Americas began during 1985 and i s a process that will continue 
throughout the preparation of the volume. Presented below are brief 
accounts of each species that i s currently judged l ikely to appear in the 
book, which i t i s hoped will be published in the course of 1988. 

I I 

CALIFORNIA CONDOR Gymnogyps californianus, endemic to the U.S.A., 
stands at the very brink of extinction. I t i s intended to provide a 
complete review of the species and the efforts to save i t in Threatened 
Birds of the Americas. 

ANDEAN CONDOR Vultur gryphus occurs throughout the Andes of South 
America, although i t i s extinct in Venezuela and nearly so in Colombia 
(Blake 1977). I t i s s t i l l widespread and common throughout the southern 
Andes however (C. König pers. corn. 1983, D.A. Scott in l i t t . 1985) but, 
because of the popular interest and local conservation activit ies i t 
attracts, i t remains a candidate for treatment as a Species of Special 
Concern. 

SEMI-COLLARED SPARROWHAWK Accipiter col lar i s i s known from a few 
local it ies in northern and western Colombia (Hellmayr and Conover 1949, de 
Schauensee 1949, 1965), the province of Pichincha in northern Ecuador 
(Hellmayr and Conover 1949), and a single specimen from the Montanas del 
Morro in the Andes of Mérida, Venezuela (Hellmayr and Conover 1949, Phelps 
and Phelps 1958), although i t has recently been l isted from Peru, without 
details (Parker et al. 1982). I t is apparently a bird of forest interior 
(there seems to be no evidence of i ts use of forest edge, contra Blake 
1977 ), chiefly in the Subtropical Zone and the upper TropiclTI Zone (de 
Schauensee 1949, de Schauensee and Phelps 1978, Parker et al. 1982). 

GUNDLACH'S HAWK Acci pi ter gundlachi i s confined to Cuba, where most of 
this century i t has generally been judged very rare (Barbour 1923, 
1943,Bond 1945, Brown and Amadon 1968), although since the 1960s i t has 
gradually been realised to be widespread and even fair ly common in places, 
but very secretive (Bond 1964, 1968, Wiley 1985; also C. Wotzkow in l i t t , 
to R. F. Pasquier 1982). Nevertheless, full evaluation of the recent 
evidence i s needed before a decision can be taken on whether or not i t i s 
threatened. 

WHITE-NECKED HAWK Leucopternis Iaeernulata i s endemic to the Atlantic 
forest fragments of eastern Brazil, evidently from the records (in Pinto 
1938, 1952, Hellmayr and Conover 1949, Mitchell 1957, Scott and Brooke 
1985, and from D.A. Scott in l i t t . 1985) largely restricted to lowlands, 
where habitat destruction has Been most serious (see Sick and Teixeira 
1979). 

GREY-BACKED HAWK Leucopternis occidental is i s restricted to western 
Ecuador, where "a great decline has taken place" (King 1978-1979), and 
adjacent north-western Peru, where i t is uncommon (Parker et al. 1982). 
I t supposedly occurs in both Tropical and Subtropical Zone forests (Brown 
and Amadon 1968, de Schauensee 1970, Blake 1977). 


