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INTRODUCTION

The British law relating to birds of prey is to be found in the
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 so far as the conservation of British
wild birds is concerned; the Endangered Species (Import and Export) Act
1976 and relevant Council of the European Community Regulations (which have
direct effect in British law) impose trade controls on all birds of prey in
conformity with the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species
of Fauna and Flora (Washington Convention or CITES). The 1981 Act puts
into effect the Council of Europe Convention on the Conservation of
European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (Berne Convention), Council of the
European Communities Directive of 2 April 1979 on the conservation of wild
birds (Bird Directive), and the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory
species of Wild Animals 1980 (Bonn Convention).

CONSERVATION

The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 protects all wild birds, that
is, those which are ordinarily resident in, or visitors to, Great Britain
in a wild state (except poultry and game). The species of raptors covered
by the Act are:

"Special" Protection (Schedule 1) "Ordinary" Protection
Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus Common Buzzard Buteo buteo
Golden Eagle Aquila cErysaetos Kestrel Falco tinnunculus

White-tailed Eagle Haljaeetus albicilla  Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus
Gyr Falcon Falco rusticolus

Goshawk Accipiter gentilis
Harrier Circus spp.

Hobby Falco suEEuteo

Red Kite MiTvus milvus
Merlin Falco columbarius
Peregrine Falco Eere$r1nus
Osprey Pandion haliaetus
Barn Owl Tyto alba

Snowy Owl Nyctea scandiaca

The protection provided for raptors by the Act can be summarised as
follows:

TAKE )
ILLEGAL to KILL ) a wild-bred raptor
INJURE )
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TAKE

ILLEGAL  to DAMAGE its NEST while in use or being
DESTROY built
ILLEGAL to EJEE}%ROY the EGG of a wild raptor
ILLEGAL to POSSESS any 1 ive
dead ) a
part of ) wild-bred
derivative of )  raptor
egg of
Schedule 1 birds — ”special penalty” a higher fine may be imposed by
court.

+ ILLEGAL TO DISTURB a wild raptor
at or near its nest containing
eggs or young or being built.

These provisions do not apply to captive—bred birds. The act defines
the term “bred in captivity” strictly and requires that both parents must
be shown to have been lawfully in captivity when the egg was laid.
Captive—bred status has to be proved by the person alleging it and this can
be difficult unless the parent was taken or imported under licence; in any
other case very convincing records and witnesses must be produced.

There are a number of exceptions to the overall legal protection for
birds.  Such provisions permit the killing or taking of raptors for
specified purposes such as the protection of crops and livestock, for
public health and safety or for conservation or education. In most cases a
licence authorising the action to be taken must first be obtained from the
Department of the Environment (DOE), Nature Conservancy Council or Ministry
of Agriculture Fisheries and Food.

Raptors in Schedule 4 of the Act kept in captivity must be ringed and
registered with the DOE and a fee must be paid on registration. The
requirement applies to all diurnal birds of prey (excluding owls and all
vultures) whether they are wild, captive-bred or imported and whether they
are of a British or foreign species.

The ringing is normally carried out by the owner with rings supplied
by the DOE, although in the case of monitored species, namely:

Goshawk Gyr Falcon

Golden Fagle Harris’s Hawk (Parabuteo unicinctus)
Peregrine Hybrids of these species

Merl i n

the various stages of breeding and ringing the chicks are witnessed by DOE
inspectors. Once registered, any change in the ownership of a bird or the
place where it is kept must be notified to the DOE.

Birds may be killed or taken from the wild without a licence when they

are disabled by sickness or injury, in which case they may be killed
humanely or kept for rehabilitation and released when fit to return to the
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