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ABSTRACT

Counts are given of raptors migrating in the Red Sea area. Species composition at Suez
differs somewhat from that seen at Eilat in the same season.

INTRODUCTION

In an analysis of the autumn migration of raptors over eastern Denmark, Bruun
& Schelde (1957) drew attention to the usefulness of dividing species into active
and passive migrants.

Using our original definition, active migrants only rarely take advantage of
thermal updrafts, whereas passive migrants prefer to use them and only reluc-
tantly make use of active flying. This difference is particularly noticeable at water
crossings, which usually offer no opportunities for the use of thermals or other
updrafts, and where passive migrants show great reluctance to cross. An analysis
of the migratory pattern in the Middle East with this basic concept in mind is useful
in bringing some understanding to the rather scant observations. It may also help
in developing hypotheses which can then be checked by carefully selected
observations.

The diversity of raptors in the Middle East is much greater than in Scandinavia,
and the original two categories can be subdivided, each into two groups (Table I).
The subdivision is not rigid, and individuals of a certain species may well behave
in different ways according to circumstances. The patterns shown are the usual for
each species.

On the map (Figure 1), the most obvious geographical feature affecting
migrating birds of prey is the Red Sea. Stretching 1800km from Bab El Mandab
to Suez, it varies in width from 23km at Bab El Mandab and Hurghada (the
narrowest points) to 330km at its widest. Through most of its length the Red Sea
has a width of 160-225km.

Table 1: Migratory raptors of the Middle East, by category.

Passive Active
Very Less Very Less
Vulitures Buteos Harriers Falcons
Agquilas Kites Accipiters
Short-toed Eagle Honey Buzzard
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Figure I: General map of the Red Sea area.

Accepting the reluctance of passive migrants to cross water barriers, we would
expect 'very passive' birds to avoid the crossing completely and concentrate at
Suez. Birds of the 'less passive' category would be expected to cross, not only at
Suez but also at other narrow points, particularly Hurghada (Figure 2) and Bab El
Mandab (Figure /). Speciesofthe 'less active' category would be Icssconcentrated
at Suez but possibly more so at Hurghada and Bab El Mandab, whereas 'verv
active' birds would not be concentrated at all.

Systematic observations from Suez are only now becoming available, but these
do confirm the preponderance in spring of species in the 'very passive' category
and, to a lesser extent, the 'less passive'. Preliminary figures also indicate that
northerly winds tend to concentrate the birds at Suez, whereas southerly winds
disperse them northward. The observations from 1981 (when the winds were
predominantly northern) show this preponderance of 'passive" migrants (Table
2)-

Looking at the observations available from Eilat in spring, the picture at first
glance appears less clear, but a closer examination clarifies this somewhat.
Although less numerous than at Suez, 'very passive' species nevertheless occur in
significant numbers at Eilat. This can be explained by observations of these birds



