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A B S T R A C T 

Only in the last decade has a preliminary picture of  the raptor migration routes over Israel 
and Sinai begun to emerge. Data collected during autumn and spring migrations at several 
key points show that two central migration routes pass over Israel and Sinai. 

The southern route, over Eilat, is used in spring mainly by Honey Buzzards, Steppe 
Eagles and Black Kites. In autumn, however, only Steppe Eagles pass over Eilat in large 
numbers, the other species appearing in small numbers. On the other hand, during autumn 
migration over Kafer  Kassem Honey Buzzards, Lesser Spotted Eagles and Short-toed 
Eagles are especially numerous. 

It appears from  the data that Steppe Eagles which pass over Eilat continue to Suez, whilst 
the autumn migration of  Steppe Buzzards and Black Kites lies east of  Israel, since these 
species hardly appear during autumn migration in Israel. 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

As long as 3000 years ago, Jewish sages noticed the miraculous phenomenon of 
bird migration over the Holy Land. Only in the last decade, however, has the full 
scope of  the raptor passage become clear. The aim of  this paper is to summarize 
some recent findings. 

The first  pioneering work on the subject was by Safriel (1968) in Eilat, but the 
flight  routes were then not completely clear and certain species were incorrectly 
identified.  The major impetus towards further  study was given by a group of 
Danish ornithologists who observed migration mainly in Eilat between 1969 and 
1980 (Christensen et al. 1981). In the spring of  1977, between 20 February and 17 
May, they counted 763,737 raptors in the Eilat mountain area, and estimated the 
total numbers passing to be much greater. This is the largest raptor count made 
anywhere during a single migration season. Another significant  contribution was 
the work of  Ehud Dovrat, who began in autumn 1977 to observe raptor migration 
on the western slopes of  Samaria, near Kafer  Kassem, about 20km east of 
Tel-Aviv. Only 2200 raptors were counted in the first  year. Then, with the aid of 
the Israel Raptor Information  Centre of  the Society for  the Protection of  Nature 
in Israel, many dozens of  volunteers worked simultaneously at several observation 
points. Thus, in autumn 1981, 149,331 raptors were counted between 30 August 
and MOctober (Dovrat 1982). Inautumn 1982, with further  increase in the scope 
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of  the survey and the number of  observers, 445,263 raptors were observed 
between 30 August and 14 October (Horin & Dovrat 1983). 

Such large numbers passing over Israel during spring and autumn seem to be 
due to the following  combination of  factors: 
1. Israel is located at the junction of  three continents: Africa,  Asia and Europe. 

The Mediterranean Sea constitutes a formidable  barrier to the migration of 
most raptors. Large sectors of  the populations of  north, central and eastern 
Europe therefore  apparently make their way through Lebanon and Israel, as 
the shortest and most economical way to Africa  and back to Europe. 


