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A B S T R A C T 
The migration of  raptors which concentrate at narrow sea crossings and other strategic 
points in Europe and the Middle East is quantified.  The purpose of  counting migrating 
raptors is discussed, as well as the limitation in using these counts for  population monitoring 
purposes. Suggestions are made for  future  study. 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 
The 50 species of  birds of  prey that have been recorded in Europe, North Africa 
and the Middle East (essentially the Western Palearctic) fall  into several 
categories according to their migratory habits: 

- Resident, or largely so—14 species. 
- Vagrants—8 species. 
- Partial migrants, or mostly so—11 species. 
- Full migrants (narrow-winged raptors)—8 species. These move over a 

broad front  and are able to make the long sea crossing over the Mediter-
ranean. 

- Full migrants (broad-winged raptors)—9 species. These move over narrow 
fronts  at the 'land bridges'. They do not appear able to make the long sea 
crossings easily and rely on the 'thermalling' technique, permitting great 
distances to be covered with little energy expended. 

Table 1 gives brief  details of  the migratory status of  those species that breed in the 
Western Palearctic. Spasmodic observations on migrating raptors have been 
made in Europe since the 1880s, but it was not until recently that counts were 
made over entire seasons in either spring or autumn at the 'land bridges' or other 
strategic localities where streams of  raptors, notably the broad-winged species, 
are concentrated (viz. 1950s Falsterbo, Sweden; 1960s and 1970s Bosphorus, 
Turkey; 1970s Eilat, Israel). The localities where regular observations have been 
made are given in Table  2, together with the highest total of  all raptors recorded 
in any one spring or autumn (see also Figure 1). The main species comprising the 
movement and the highest number recorded during any one season (spring or 
autumn) at each locality are given in Table 3. 
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Figure  I: Europe, North Africa and the Middle East; showing localities where raptor migration has been studied. 
Figures are the highest total of  all raptors recorded in any one spring or autumn. 


