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INTRODUCTION 
Concerns that populations of  south Asian Gyps vulture species were in 

decline were first  raised by Prakash (1999) following  his studies in Keoladeo 
National Park, Rajasthan, India. Similar declines and local extinctions were 
soon reported across a wider area of  India (Prakash & Rahmani 1999; Prakash 
2003), with declines also recorded in Nepal and Pakistan (Virani et al 2001; 
Gilbert et al. 2002). At present populations of  three species have been affected, 
Oriental White-backed Vulture (OWBV) Gyps bengalensis , Long-billed 
Vulture (LBV) G. indicus  and the Slender-billed Vulture G. tenuirostris, 
prompting the IUCN to list all three as "Critically Endangered" (Birdlife 
International 2000, 2001). A comprehensive review of  the long-term status and 
decline of  resident Gyps species in south-east Asia and the Indian Subcontinent 
is given in Pain et al .(2003). The recent rapid declines in population were due 
to unsustainably high rates of  mortality (Prakash 1999; Gilbert et al.2002; Pain 
et al. 2003) 

Visceral gout has been a consistent feature  in dead vultures examined in 
India, Nepal and Pakistan (Cunningham et al.2001; Virani et al.2001; Oaks 
2001; Gilbert et al. 2002). The condition occurs as a consequence of  severe 
renal dysfunction,  where a reduction in renal filtration  leads to an increase of 
blood uric acid levels (Lumeij 1994). Uric acid precipitates form  a white 
chalky or paste-like coating over the surface  of  visceral organs (particularly the 
liver and heart), with deposits through many tissues. Visceral gout is not 
considered specific  to any particular disease, but can occur subsequent to many 




